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DIVINE ORIGIN OF THE BOOK OF MORMON. 


‘BY APOSTLE MOSES THATCHER. 


“The second division of the Popol 
Vuh contains the account of two 
attempts at the overthrow of the great 

monarchy, founded 
Votan. The first of these proved 
— an — 

o great power; secon 8 
defeated chieftains, resulted in the 
downfall of the empire of the — 
or Votanites, and in the revenge o 
— — 

account ia pro vo 
diff allies 1 power — 


{ of as owla, wild beast, rabbita, | 


rage 
* 


that i 
9 to it as 

and ite king is the king of the 
Shades The hatred was intense, and 
tha worst in vootives were mild in the 
estimation of the enemies of the, no 


i- first attempt to overthrow: the 
| was def but that the second was 


by | The 


to the enemies of | of the 


who aasumed to be the 


Vucub Cakix, 
sun and 


god of the people, and w 


221-2 
From the above, we learn 


— 

HISTORICAL EVIDENCES CONSIDERED. | doubt, oppressive power. We have 

1 already given the account of the erea- 

—ů— 

t 

however, is seen to have acted atthe 

word of ( — 2 

0 | rat 

figure 

unaphu an ue, Ww 
as the defendants of the worship of 
the Heart of Heaven. A certain | 
— 
at their a 

His sons, — 

whose pride was as offensive to Hurs- 

Lee custom | kan (God) as had been their father’s, 

wi among | shared the same fate. Short, pp. 

are usualy that the 
ferred to as wild beasts in early trac 
tion. Xibalba is so hated by its en¢ 

succe fa. Ve marther nat the 

contentions and wars, which were 

not only in order to extend per 

petuate the succession of power on the 

one hand, and to destroy, or transfer 
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it by usurpation on the other, but the 
main object, on the part of the two 
brothers Hunaphu and Xbalanque, 
was the defense of the worship of the 
Heart of Heaven against the encroach- 
meuts of its enemies, whose pride was 
offensive to the Creator. | 

By reference to the Book of Mor- 
mon, we find recerded in tire seventh: 
chapter of Ether how the words of the 
brother of Jared were fullfilled in rela- 
tion to a kingly government 7 
to captivity. For, in the rebellion of 
Corihor was brought to pass tlie eap- 
tivity af his father Kib, who was the 
legitimate and rightful king. This 
— by the son of a king led to 


rn secret societies, oath- 
bound combinutions, murdbrs, and} | dived 


finally; the ruin and utter destruction 
of the entire people, God having de. 


clared that an unrighteous 


should not inhabit this land; an 
such, when ripened in iniquity, should 
be destroyed. The descendants of the 
first colonists of America: were fre- 
uently warned by prophets. of this. 
— of the Almighty. But they 
heeded not the warning and, some 
fifteen hundred years after the arrivul 
* settlement. — their —.— on 
this continent, were wasted away 
by wan until they utterly 
from the-and. The history of these 
matters is plainly, recorded in the 
iguous nor ligurative in its language, 
but tells the sorrowful tale of the suf- 
ferings and final extermination of a 
great, highly civilized but disobedient 


77 is evident that the translators of 
the Popol Vuh, or those who abridged 
the work of more ancient documents, 
succeeded in very much mixing im- 
portant facts, and in a me and 
misplacing prominent events and per- 
sonages in the account which has been 
rendered and from which we have 
quoted. But sufficient is indicated by 
it to show a remarkable kno of 
many, as we have shown, of the lead- 
ing i= the history of the primitive in- 
habitants to whom it refers. We 
would be, to follow these matters 
more in detail as there is abundance 
of material, but it is impossible to do 
30 satisfactemly and keep within the 
mite of a few articles in our young | 


veople’s magazine. If, however, these 

rief sketches succeed in awakening 
in the mjnds of even a few, the desire 
for further research and more extended 
comparison, the writer will feel amply 
— for the efforts made in com- 
piling them and can assure all such 
pemope of one great fact, the know- 
ied ef wh & worth more than 
gold and silver, houses and lands, or 
earthly fame and perishable glory, it 
is: the, more they senrch the historical 
regurds,of the andent inhabitauts of 
America, the mote eleuny manifest to 
them will be the divine origin of the 
Book of Mormon. For the evidences 
are such that they cannot fail to carry 
vonviction to every honest, unpreju- 


mind. 

When the Book of Mormon was 
first published, sume filty years-ugo, 
one of the strong arguments brought 
‘against it by its disbelieving oppo- 
nents, was that it spoke of the primi- 
tive inhabitants possessing elephants, 
horses, asses; oxen und sv on; when, 
as these knowing individuals trium- 
phautly pointed out, such animals 
were unknown in America, as evi- 
deneed very strikingly by the’ liistbri- 
cal fact that the Aztecs of Mexico at 
the time of the conquest were greatly 
frightened ‘and! atraeyed wit ly tlie few 
horses which Cortez brought with 
him; beliewnny them to possess eteper- 
natural powers against which 
use leus for them to cntend. 

It does not appear thut gur eMers 
at that time had any’ lristerival or 
scientific knowledge, with which to 
moet what was ‘conceded to 
be the weil es t'that horses 
and elephants bad been from the re- 
motest periods: unknown: in this 
country. Nor are they mentioned, so 
far as our knowledge extends; in uny 
of the reourds of American antiquities. 
The Latter-day Saints knew the Book 
of Mormow to be true, and, therefore, 


willingiy and faithfully bum testim 
of its divine origin! Hut, in the es 
mation of the ed, who seldom 


make allowande for, or even admis the 
existence of whut is known as the 
“illusions of history,“ their testimony 
on — were treated with deri - 
sion, they themselves as fanuties. 
The fact that the Book of Mormon 


spuke of the existence, on this conti- 


tinent of horses and elephants’ was 

ixito'the: — 2 Siders 

am 

But tits’ wWidom 

as in tiny others; ha 

thau the’ mad, 
Smith close‘ stu- 


dent of learned matin: 
stead pee the unlearned boy that Ne 
— sought) to upon 
din the Bool of Mormon a frau 
as he: was without stint; accused of 
doing he would bave guarded all sueti 
points and not have! made it uppenr | ha 
that hartes and clephunts Were poe 
sessed by the initia of this land 


yours: When it was 
by the fearwed that no 
— attimals were here 


ee Spanish 


failing sub- 
—— Book of Mor. 
anch ltimestf to the scorn and 
— yout’ 
7 — ty years’ have 
— of'sviett 
— 
—— hud;- at 
east, a wiedta elephant 
forty { for they have lett it represented 
ly in same of their im- 
— — mounds; und one 
need unly etamiue the fine collection 
of bones whicli‘ have been found in 
Mexico, and are now carefully: 
— in che Mexican’ National 
seum, at the capital of the republic, 
to convince him that such unimals, 
though, perhaps, lung since extinct, 
did once actually exist here. 
On this subject, we — the fol- 
g from the reports of Desire 
Chanmy pmdblisked: im the December 
number ufythie North Americas 
view: “We collected'a few orns- 
ments, also some animal vin: 
some ribs ( of the reéebuck, 


vet 


thou zh on iis point I will not be Book of 


Positi Zoologist 
ve, a — 


both of these bones ere broken — 
tudinally, — though to take out 


found also 
an animal cons larger t 
a horse. . It is 


than the humerus of an ox; 


LATTER+DAY SAINTS’ MILLENMIAL STAR: 


Mexico, Senor del Cuxeillo, — * 


generally that, ious' the 
in 


We found * of a 
— radius thi 
log and titres andseven pent ls 

in diameter, and teeth from 

one and five- tenths to one and 

tenths itches in length. Here are the 
retains probably 


the | of mammoth  Visens, 


the Toledes?’ at ised dy them for 


— * — at tlie 
no large — 


Now, 


‘a people, after domesti- 


eating an animal, suffer the rues to 
dis out?“ 
On my retutw to the City of 


of Zowslowy id te of Mines on 
the bones of awimaſs 
at Tula, pronouneed them to be’ tlie 
ren of Ads 


fossil! is judgment is abe 
dy that of the savents of Paris and the 


Inatit a new Boring 

history of mum in 
victory will then de 
sifull have brougti¥ to 


oe — history. Surely, ‘thie’ 
enough to satisfy the most anibiti 
in ves 

Let it be remembered that tiiess 
bones, which Mr. Charnay considers 
so remarkable to find, one that will 
open to the learned a „new branch of 
natural history,” were discovered by 
his workmen while exhuming the 


of seme extensive buildings at 


tlie'ancient inetropolis of the Toltecs, 

about sixty-five wiles tu the 

nosth of; the City of Mexieo, in the 

— — of the 
t alter t 108 

Mormon. 


occurred; ‘and’ 
when the bones and 


11 

(nese 10 — antiquart 
says: ens evident 
| arger withstanding; the butidihgs must have 
R= | been overturned, for not a wall of she 
the | oratorio was standing“ Elsewhere be 
| of the date at which 
specimens of: 


H„ò—L—I——ä 


— 


there, to 
into the mysterious past of 
remain as monuments of a remarkable 


of 
says: On this su 
made no comments, yet I will 


ject, I 
t 
nations.are like individuals: they 


the th — — 
0 
have left to us. evidences. of their 
genius : — understood the making 
an 


of i 
it 


Thus, not only do we find strong 
historical evidences confirming the 
divine origin of the Book of Mormon, 
0 
and eminent nen, backed. by liberal 
contributions, while prosecuting their 
labors under the patronage and en- 
couragement of two of the most highly 


governments on earth, are, | the great 


ci 
year after year, adding link u 
which will — dorm 0 


Smith nor without 
assistance of divine inspiration, could 
ibly have known anything of even 


the prudent is hid—the weak 
of the earth — the 
0 


THE RESURRECTION OF CHRIST. 
A dead Christ is an impossibility | i 
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porcelain beautifully enameled, and | evidence so perfect, confirming the 
porte of a glass vase, iridized from | truth and inapitation of. the. book, 
i lo in the. which he | that it will irrefutable. So that 
— be laft with a reasonable 
excuse for rejecting that divine record 
pod the 
disbelie ving soorner, Vain, 
race. | — — be 
Alluding to the discovery of the forced, by the accumulation of strik. 
like those which we have cited in 
favor of the Book of Mormon, to ad- 
vance the weak plea; as some have 
ways esteem themselves more n 
which Joseph Smith possessed of these 
same historical: records, enabled him 
find, thes of God fe grestar 
is 
a position 80 inconsisteat 
is no matter of surprise that an Intelli | and self- refuting, they have. placed 
t 1 such as the Toltecs, | themselves in a worse dilemma, than 
Soul have been able to erect monu- that formerly occupied by them, and 
ments, to cut atone, to make porce- | will still be unable to account for its 
lain, to invent enamel, and to make | truths, which have been more recently 
lass.” _ | vindicated by the of facta, 
nei 
ten, much ty | 
And thus, while —2 of the 
wise and the understanding of 
things 
hty — 
not, 
neither is words returned to Him 
unfulfilled.—Salt Lake Contributor. . 
assurance have 
to rue ver ; we of our 3 and if we are 
worships the Living God. Without | not resurrected; wherein is our salva- 
the resurrection of the Redeemer there | tion, and what are we benefited by 
is. no Christianity, true or apostate. | his sufferings and death. 6 
If Christ died 7 rose again, | Christ himself taught, I am the 
then is our faith ess and our | resurrection and the life”. His die 
hope vain. Then also were Sodan ciples proclaimed that he was the first- 
nies: . and death fruits of them that slept. None others 
most ‘of: all miserable fail- | taught this—none others. believed it. 
ures, and the Gospel a wretched delu- | If ancient Saints, then, were reaur- | 
sion. It is his resurrection that makes | rected at the time it is declared he 
his death available for our salvation.’ burst the bonds of death and tri- 
and for the atonement. of our sina | umphed over the grave, it vas be: 
If be rose not, neither did his ancient | cause that testimony is true and he 
Seista, for he was the first-fruits, and | was resurrected. No other philosophy 


no other doetrine can account for it, 
for never before in the history of hu- 
manity on this earth had there been 
a resurrection. Some few, by the 
direct manifestation of God’s power 
had been brought back to this mortal 
life ; but these were not taken up to 
God to enjoy immortality and eternal 
life in the heavens, but continued to 
abide with mankind. - 


that 
graves were opened ; and the bodies 
of the Saints which slept, arose, who 
were 
gra ves d after his resurrectio 
went into the holy city, and — 
unto many.” 

“But stop,” we are urged, “Matthew 


Matthew. 


was an interested witness. 

Very true, Matthew was an inter- 
ested witnesa. Where shall we find a 
disinterested witness in the thin 


gs 
that pertain to our soul’s salvation ? 


On earth? No. In heaven? We 
think not. Can we conceive of a dis- 
interested human ;witnéss to matters 


of such moment? He would have to 
be one who would virt say, if 
not in these exact words, “ The thing 


is a truth, the resurrection is af 
therefore Jesus was the Christ, an 
his law is the only means of salvation ; 
but I never intend to obey it, but to 
suffer the consequence. of dis- 
lence and go down to perdition, 
80 that I may be a disinterested wit- 
ness thereof, and bear a disinterested 
testimony thereto.” Pshaw, such a 
disinterested being never lived. Our 
testimony of the fact must be from 
those who knew it, and knowing, be- 


lieved in the principles or eauses that xv 


brought about the result. The 

ests, co 

— the be — the 
Messiah, the Son of God, the Lamb 
slain from before the foundation of 
the world. | 


Was this resurrection of the Saints 


Lor only ial,—confined to 

bo of the City of the 
g, where he himself suffered! 
It was not thus ci : 


circumacribed,; the 
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„ and came out of their | reign 


der 


alone, but on the 
Western also. For this we have the 
testimony of Nephi ; he declares that 
— * Saints ey from — dead, 
and appeared unto many, and mini- 


told by Samuel the Lamanite* in the 


following words: And many graves 
shall be opened, and shall yield up 
many of their dead; and many Saints 
shall appear unto many.“ T Who 
these were who were thus resurrected 
is explained by the ancient Nephite 


| martyr Abinadi, who lived in the 
second century before ist. He 
says: But old, the bands of 


death shall be broken, and the Son 
i — — wer over the 
dead; therefore, he bringeth to 
the resurrection of the dead. ud 
there cometh a resurrection, even a 
first resurrection; even a resur- 
rection of those that have been, and 
who are, and who shall be, even until 
the reeurrection of Christ: for so 
shall he be called. And now, the 
resurrection of all the prophets, and 
all those that have believed in their 
words, or all those that have kept the 
commandments of shall come 
forth in the first resurrection ; there- 
fore, they are the first resurrection. 
They are raised to dwell with God 
who has redeemed them: thus they 
have eternal life tm Christ, who 
has broken the bands of death. And 
these are those who have part in the 
first resurrection ; and these are they 
have died — Christ 4 — in 
eir ignorance, not havin vation 
— unto them. And thus the 
Lord bringeth about the restoration 
of these; and they have a part in the 
first resurrection, or have eternal life, 
being redeemed by the Lord“ (Mosiah 


20— 

Modern revelation gives us an un- 
derstanding of some who are amongst 
the resurrected ones. Of Abraham 
it is said, that “he hath entered into 
his exaltation and sitteth upon his 
ham, Isaac an Jacob, they have 
ing to ro and sit upon 
thrones, and are not angels, but are 


* 


t Heleman, xiv, 25. 


What testimony have we, then, that 
any of the sons of men were resur- 
rected at the time of Christ’s resur- 
| 
resurrection did not take place on ti 


—— — 
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Gods“ (Revelation on Celestial Mar- 
ringe! And if these Patriarehs are 
thus exalted, is it unteasonable to 
suppese thut other ancient worthies 


have also: pecesved the blessings sealed 
upon their mer, while on earth, by 
the holy Spirit of promise * 


THE TWELVE APOSTOLIC JUDGES. 


— 


‘SIMON PETER. 


Chief among the Twelve who were 
with Jesus in his ministry was the 
subject of this sketch. — 

Simon, which was his original name, 
was born at Bethsaida, in Galilee, be 
was a son of Jona, and brother of 
Andrew also an apostle, who was the 
first to introduce him to the Saviur. 
He was a fisherman:by trade, and fol- 
lowed that business until he was called 


to be a “fisher of men.” On his pre- 


sentation to the Savier by Andrew 
who had gone to him and said, “we 
have tound the Messiah,“ he was at 
once reeognized by Jesus who greeted 
him as fallows,—* thou art Simon the 
son of Jona: thou shalt be called 
Cephas which is by interpretation, a 
stone. The word Cephas, a rock or 
stone. is syriac, which was a language 
spoken by some of the Jews at that 
time. In the Greek he is called 
Petros, from which we get the word 
Peter, meaning the same thing. At 
the time the!Savior chose twelve from 
among lis disciples. calling them 
apostles, Simon Peter was selected as 
ane and the first of their number. In 
Luke vi, 12—16, we rend: And it 
came ito in those days, that he 
went out into u mountain to pray. and 
continued all night in prayer to God. 
And when it was day, he called unto 
him his disciples: and of them he 
chose twelve, whom also he named 
apostles; Simon, (whom he also 
named Peter,) and Andrew his bro- 
ther, James and John, Philip and 
Bartholomew, Matthew and T 

James the sun of Alphæus, and Simon 

ames, and Judas: E 

also was the ‘traitor.” But we nd 
that hisifirst.call to be a disciple and 
fallower of Jesus after his introduo- 
he sea of 


tion, was in | 
Galilee, “And J — g by the 
sea of Galilee, saw two ‘brethren, 


Simon called Peter, and Andrew pis 
brother, cnating a net into the sen: for 
they were fishers. And he saith unto 
them, Follow me, and I will make you 
fishors:uf men. And they straightw 
left their nets, and followed him! 
Matt. iv, 18~80. He doubtless mani- 
feasted great faithfulness and zeal as a 
disciple, before ibeing chosen to the 
important position of an Apostie, ‘for 
he was: of a wurm, ardent 
nature, and was noted for dvis great 
love for Christ and his cause. He was 
aman of great faith, as shown-in his 
uttempt to walk upen he water when 
bidden or permitted by the Lord. 
“And straightway Jesus eonstrained 
his disciples to get into a ship, and to 
go before him unto the o side, 
while he sent the mutitudes away. 
And when he had sent the multitudes 
away, he went up into a mountain 
apart to pray: and when the evening 
was.come, he was there alone. But 
the ship was now in the midst of the 
sea, tossed with waves: for the wind 
was contrary. And inabe fourth watoh 
uf the night Jesus weut unto them, 
walking on the sea. And when dhe 
disciples gaw him walking on the sea, 
they were troubled, saying, It is a 
spirit ; and they 1 out for fear. 
ut atruightway Jesus spake unto 
them, saying, Re, of, good cheer ; it is 
I; be not wéruid. And Peter answered 
him and said, Lord, if it be thou, bid 
me come unto thee unithe water. And 
he said, Come. And when Peter was 
come down out ofithe ship, he walked 


on the water. 40 to Jesus. Haut 
when he saw the wind beisterous, | 
was al raid; and begi o mk, 
ried, ‘sa 


immediately Jesus stretched forth his 


‘hand zind caught him. and anid unto 
bim, of ditthe festh, wherefore 
ait then dowbt4 Aud 
Were come anto the ship, che | 

cased. Then shey that were än the 
ship cume and worshipped him, say- 


| 
| 


ing, Of a truth thou art the son of 
Gol.” Matt. xiv, 22—33. He was 
resent with James the Great and 
ohn the Divine at the transfiguration 
of Christ, when He was enveloped in 
glory, and Moses and Elias talked 
with im, He was one also of the 
tiree Who went with the Sav o, and 
witnessed the agony in Gethsemane. 
' Peter was the Apostle who when 
Jesus was seized by the soldiens, drew 
his sword and struck at the most pro- 
minent among them, cutting off his 
ight ear, “Judas then, having re- 
ceived a band of men nud officers from | 
the chief priests and Pharisees, cometh 
thither with lanterns and torches and 
weapons, Jesus therefore, knowing 
all rings that should come upon him, 
went forth, and said unto them, Wlrem 
seek yet Dey answered him, Jesus 
of Nasareth. Jesus saith unto them, 
Iam he. And. Judus also, which be- 
trayed him, stood with them. As 
soon then as be had said unto them, I 
um he, they went backward, and fell 
to she. greand. Then asked he them 
again, Whom seek ye? And they 
said, Jesus of Nazareth Jesus an- 
swered, I have told you that I am he: 
if therefore ye seek me, let these 2 
their way: that the saying might 
fultillad, which he spake, Of thew 
which thou gavest me have I lost 
none. “Then Simon Peter having a 
swort drew it, und mite the high 
priest'u Servant, and cat off his right 
ear, The servant's name was Mal- 
chus. Then said Jesus unto Peter, 
Put up thy sword into the sheath : 
the cup which my Father hath given 
ine, I not drink it?” (John xviii, 
3-11. 
Tue s sore repentance and 
subsequent faithfulness forbid any 
but a mere mention of his weakness 
in Gerrying his former connection with | 
the Savior, when questioned at tlie 
hall af the High Priest. After the 
Saviors crucifixion, it is evident that 
Peter stuyed ut Jerusalem, for it wus 
he and John who ran to thé sepulchre 
when’ Mary informed them that 
Ciarist’s body was not there; and wus | 
the firms to enter the — and 
therein the linen clothing which 
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to have been one of the first, if not 
the first Apostle who saw the Lord 
after his resurrection, as it is evident 
he was one of the two whom Jesus 
addressed when on their way to Em- 
maus, the other being Cleopas, a dis- 
‘ple. In Luke we have aa ge- 
count of this appearance, and in verses 
33, 34, we — “And they (the two 
spoken of) rose up the same hour, and 
seturned to Jernsalem, and found the 
eleven gathered together, and them 
that were with them, saying, The Lord 
ix risen indeed, and hath appeared to 
Simon.” Peter was the Apostle who, 
when Jesus, after his resurrection, 
appeared on the shure while the dis- 
ciples were fishing 1 his fisher’s 
coat unto him and did cast himself 
into the sen,” und swam ustrore. He 
was cue of shuse who dined with Him 
on the nepast af breiled fehea Lt 
waz on this occasion that Jesus gave 
Peter the instruction “ feed my flock,” 
and then prophesied concerning the 
Apostie’s martyrdom. in the ‘ollow- 
ing language: “Verily, verily, I say 
unto thee, When thou wast young, 
thou girdedst thyself, and walkedst 
whither thou wouldest: but when 
thou shalt be old, thon shalt stretch 
forth ‘thy hands, and another shall 
gird thee, and carry thee whitherthou 
wouldest not. This spake he, asigni- 
fying by what death he should glorify 
God And when he had spoken this, 
he saith unto him, Follow: me.” He 
was also present when Jesussuddenly 
stood in the midst of the Apostles, 
and said, Peace be unte you. But 
they were terrified and affirighted, 
and supposed that they had seen a 
spirit. And he said unto them, Why 
are ye truubled ] and why dothoughts 
arise in your hearts? Behold mtd 
hands and my feet, that itis I myself; 
handle me, and see; for a spirit hath 
nut flesh and bones, as ye see ine 

Aud when he had thus spoken, he 
shewed them his hands and his feat. 
And while they yet believed not for 
joy, and wondered, he said untothem, 
Have ye here any meat? And th 
gave hm a piece of a broiled fish, an 
of an heneycomb. And be took it, 


37 — 43. 


f 
had been upon the body. He seems 


and did eat before them.” (Luke xxiv, 


[ro BE CONTINUED. ] 
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CONFIDENCE IN GOD. 
* 

Tare is probably nothing more calculated to render us useful and happy 
than confidence in the Supreme Being. No matter what may be our trials, 
persecutions or sorrows, if we rely upon the arm of Jehovah we are compara- 
tively at peace. It is not only necessary to believe that God exists, but also 
that “he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.” To exercise our 
faith in his mercy and goodness sufficient to serve him faithfully, is to have a 
sure hope of salvation. True confidence in the Creator manifests itself ina 
willingness to obey his laws and commandments, and trust him for the results. 
And the stronger our faith, the more readily and cheerfully do we bear the 
ills which sometimes follow obedience to the Gospel and its requirements. 
This is the key to the wonderful achievements of the people of God in all 
ages. They are and have been the heroes of the world’s history. They have 
passed through the deepest afflictions with the least sorrow, have suffered the 
most persecution with the least murmuring, and endured the worst forms of 
death with comparative satisfaction! They saw through all their trials the 
glorious reward of the righteous. They had confidence in God! They clung 
to his promises, and this buoyed them up where others would have sunk. 
They lived in a degree of happiness where some would have been over 
whelmed. They died bravely in peace and hope, when perhaps many others 
would have disgraced their memory by shrinking in the hour af trial. 
How beautifully is this great truth exemplified in the lives and history of 
the Latter-day Saints! What could have sustained the Prophet Joseph in 
his almost incessant persecutions, but the confidence he had in the God of 
Israel, who had promised that His work should endure; and that notwith- 
standing the blood of martyrs might be shed, the Church should never be 
destroyéd, but would triumph at last? This confidence in the God of Abra- 
ham, Isaac and Jacob, has sustained the Saints till now, and will carry them 
through to victory! What could induce the Elders of the Church to leave 
comfortable homes, the calls of business, the society of family and friends, 
and travel thousands of miles at their own cost, or without purse and scrip, 
for the salvation of the children of men, but confidence in God? Called by 
his servants they leave every earthly consideration, and go forth trusting 

the power of the Almighty to sustain them and their loved ones, and to ai 
them in the worthy performance of théir missions during two or more years. 


— 
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They form no excuses, they offer no remonstrance. They know this is God 
work, and he will provide. They labor unceasingly. They suffer no thought 
of home to interfere with their usefulness, but with their might they “put 
their shoulders to the wheel,” and help roll on the kingdom. Why Because 
they have confidence in God? If an Elder should flinch in such a c 
through worldly considerations, he would be regarded as unworthy the great 
calling of Christ v servants. The sisters also the wives of these noble men 
partake of the inspiration, and do what they can to make the burden of 
separation us light as possible. They write cheering letters from home, they 
look after the family of little ones, and endeavor to do their part for the 
furtherance of this great work of salvation. They hear with sorrow that their 
husbands have been rejected in one place, and with joy that they have been 
able to do good in another. They pray for their welfare—they, too, trust in 
God! And yet the Saints who make these what the world would term sacri- 
fices, are regarded with suspicion, and berated for everything vile! This we 
can also endure, because we trust in God! And we know he will ere long 
make manifest the folly of the unbelieving world, and justify his people by 
his mighty power! We know in whom we trust.” He is the God who 
delivered ancient Israel, and carried our fathers in days of old! We have 
unlimited confidence in his word and in his promises, for they never fail ! 
And notwithstanding they may appear to lack fulfillment in the eyes of the 
faithless, they are indelibly impressed upon the minds of the faithful Saints 
in Christ Jesus, and as true as he lives every one of them will be literally and 


Siens In THE HEAVENS AND ON THE EAI. — When the Savior was 
among men, he said to the Pharisees and Sadducees, When it is evening ye 
say, It will be fair weather: for the sky is red. And in the morning, It will 
be foul weather to-day : for the sky is red and lowring. O ye hypocrites, ye 
can discern the face of the sky ; but can ye not discern thesigns of the times.” 
He also told the people that immediately prior to his second advent there 
should be signs in the heavens and on the earth, that among these signs was 
that the “sun should be darkened.” In the Liverpool Post of September 
13th, the following telegraphic account was published of a remarkable pheno- 
mena in America during the week just passed. We publish it with a view to 
calling the attention of our readers to the events which are transpiring, 
But while these “ signs” are warnings to the wicked and unbelieving, that 
they may repent and turn unto God, we would remind the Saints that they 
are also evidences that the hour of our redemption draweth nigh.” Where- 
fore lift up your heads ye scattered people of God, and labor with your whole 
hearts in His work, serving the Lord day and night, that you may be pre 
served from the judgments which are to come, and be counted worthy in the 
day of-everlasting rewards! 

A New York dend sollowe 

this week have been 80 that the week will be noted 
beat at — greater than any previous 
record, and at Now. ib has boon the greatest for den years. Throughont 


an enormous area the Fahrenheit thermometers red 100 deg. In 
Massachusetts one day darkness set in at noon, there were no clonds. 


— — m ˙ 


ubove the horizon in thesfarencen. In Rhode Laland at. 
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One could — and the schools, 


The Prouidence Journal dem:ribes the gruss as 
Journal h was’ like i th 


1e flame was'white. Phe sun in 
—— ht almost have been: mistaken for the maun as it wis 


went. 40 
roast, and the chirping insecta:which begin their hum ut night were heard, in 
the flelds. At Toronto the appearance of the heavens was compared to a 
great orange-colored dome. e Millerites, a sect whose principal terret'ts 
thatthe second-eoming of Obrist is shortly to be-expeeted, put.en-their an- 
sion rebes, which have been prepared for some years: — fur the Laat 
Duy; and many other cases ure related of the effects of the terror ypon 
superstitious natures.” 


Nzxw Eprrions.—We have just, published 2,000 copies each of the Book of 
Mormon and Voice af Marning. and 5,000 Hymn Books; all of which, with the 
exception of 500 copies of the Book of Mormon, printed with wide margin, are 
uniform with the last editions of those works. We have also printed ten 
thousand each of the tracts, Only true Gospel“ and “ Means of .Escape,” 
which will be supplied at our usual prices. 


- Lenpon Conrgrence.—On October 9, 1881, a Conference will be held at 
Orson’s Assembly Rooms, 23, New Road, Commerpial Road, Whitechapel, 
London, E. Meetings will commence at 10.30am., 2,30and6 p.m. Presi- 
dent Carrington is expected to be present. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


| ,REPORT FROM SCOTLAND. | sings of the Lord have been with ame 


while I have labored for his cause and 
Glasgow, Aug. 31, 1881. kingdom. 
President A. (urrington. Sie I have been here, it gives mo 
Dear: Brother,. — I have been re I ‘have 
4 wiy missionary nburs iu blessed with the aid of good, 
Cu edonin’s land, to return with the ome rgetic Traveling Elders, algo the 
company leaving Liverpool on Sept. | local Priesthoud have been ever ready 
zrd fur our Mountain ‘Home, | desire — assist in the great cause, and dy 
to aa that inasmuch as IJ sent by eur united ben 
prumulga rege e prochuuung the 
of the have en- 1 low ot the honest” “heart: to's 
deavored to do so; and if ‘Icannot ‘knowledge of the same; but we can 
see All reste ef «ny feeble efforts | only bud ‘few ue willing to 
while {1 have truwelrd to and fro Stüllwe urs sent 
amongst them from Jahn o’Great’s to preach the Gospel, »whether .the 
house and the Orkney Islands in the | inhabitants ef thie 55 marid obey it or 
north, to nearly the southern part, — rests 
tivits ababe sens, I am — the “Confer- 
— — the written lence. in nt, Bealee .eondition, 
Quiddsuse gud My | Klagges) to their 


| 
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ceasor, Elder Irvine, a continued in- 
terest will be manifest in all matters 


pettaining to the welfare of the Con- 
in Scotland, lately combined 
into ope under your direction. 

Through the columns of the Star 
I return to all the Saints where I 
have been, my thanks for their kind- 
ness, and pray that the blessings of 
the Lord may be with them anc 
who are see ing to keep his com- 
mandments, and.labor for his cause 
and kingdom ; also that our brethren 
frown Utah, who are laboring fur the 
salvation of fallen humanity, may be 
j in their mission. 
With kindest regards and many 
thanks to yourself, and those ut the 
Offiee, for courtesies received, I re- 
main 

Your brother in the Gospel, 

JAMES FINLAYSON. 
LETTER FROM NOTTINGHAM CON- 
| PERENCE. 


Leicester, Sept. 2, 1881. 
President A. Carrington. 

Dear Beother,—In my labors as u 
missionary I experience joy and sor- 
row, hape and fear; joy that I was 
considered worthy to assist in gather- 
ing up the “scattered sheep of the 
House of Israel,” and for the little 
2 I have heen enabled tu do I feel 

ukful, and I hope by the experi- 
ence gnined I shall be able to extend 
the area of wy future usefulness, I 
feel sorrow for the low, degraded con- 
dition. that the masses of tliis nation 
have fullen into. Looking uronnd 
and observing the pride, fully, conceit 
and —— the drunkenness, syua- 
lar and Jewdness of the people at 
lange, and this notwithstanding the 
boasted enlightenment of the nine- 
teenth century, with all the “im- 


all | be 
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provements” in religion, literature, 
science and art, assisted by the pla- 
thropic, benevolent and humane so- 
cieties, which are powerless in stam- 
ming the current of sin, vice and im- 
morality, and which are sweeping this 
country like a cyclone, the honest 
must admit v 
respecting modern “Christianity” 
ing gevuine, und emanating frum 
Hun who commanded us to love eur 
neighbours as ourselves, to do good to 
all men, whose mission was “ peace 
on earth, good will to man.” A sys- 
tem which, after 1,700 years’ trial, dos 
been — in festrainieg 
baser feelings of mankind, yet claam- 
ing to be of divine origin, cunses we 
sorrow for its devotees, when I think 
of the coming judgments which will 
fall upon them unless they repent 
and obey the Gospel. I hope I may 
do good, and help to rescue some 
from this moral degradation and — 
to rejoice in the congregatious o 
Israel, where merality, sobriety aud 
virtue are taught, and happiness en- 
joyed by a -fearing peap 
yet the heathens rage, and the peo- 
ple imagine a vain thing.” I am 
— — some — ex- 
ten eir nap tev long, wa nap 
to find that their friends have gone 
and left them to reflect on their paat 
folly, in letting the golden opportanity 
of emancipation drift past then. 
Their plea no doubt will be, chat their 
education was sadly neglected in net 
having had the science of domestic 
economy taught them, at least such iis 
the inference I draw from observation. 

Kind regards to ull at the Odtioe. 
Praying God to bless all Israel, and 
muke the gathering a success, I remain 

Your brother in the G l. 

JoHN Ho wan. 


— 
* 


PERSONAL iMPROVEMENT. 


— 


Self. love and social are the same,” 
sags one of our 12 The man who 
improves himself, improves the world. 
He adds one more true man to the 
mase. And the mass being wade up 
of individuals, it is clear that were 


each to improve himself, the reault 
would be the improvement of the 
whole. Sociul advancement is the 
consequence wf individual ud vance- 
ment. ‘The whole cannot be pura, 
unless the iudividuals comprising it uss 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
ö 


— 
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reflex 


this is but the repetition of a trui 
but truisms have often to be re 


to make their full impression. 


Then „a man, when he has 
improved himself, is 9 to 
improve those who are t into 
contact with him. He has more 

His sphere of division is en- 
9 He sees more clearly the 
defects in the condition of others that 
might be remedied. He can lend a 
more active helping hand to raise 
them. He has done his duty by him- 
self, and can with more authority u 
_ others the necessity of doing the 
ike duty to themselves. How cana 
man be a social elevator, who is himself 
walking in the mire of self-indulgence? 
How can he teach sobriety or cleanli- 
ness, if he be himself drunken or foul? 
“Physician, heal thyself,” is the an- 
swer of his neighbors. 

The sum and substance of our re- 
marks is this: In all the individual 
reforms or improvements that we 
desire, we must begin with ourselves. 
We must exhibit our gospel in our 
own life. We must teach by our own 
example. If we would have others 
elevated, we must elevate ourselves. 
Each man can exhibit the results in 
his own person. He can begin with 
self-respect. 

The uncertainty of life is a strong 
inducement to provide against the 
evil day. To do this is a moral 
and social, as well as a religious duty. 
“ He that provideth not for his own, 
and especially for those of his own 
household, hath denied the faith, and 
is worse than an infidel.” 

The uncertainty of life is pro- 
verbially true. e strongest and 
healthiest man may be stricken down 
in a moment, by accident or disease. 
If we take human life in the mass, we 


we cannot fail to re ize the uncer- | 


tainty of life as mu 
certainty of death. 
There is a strikin 


as we do the 


in Ad- 
in which 

over a 
b cloud hangs over each end of 
the bridge. At tbe entrance to it 
there are hidden pitfalls very thickly 
set, through which throngs disappear, 


| 
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Society at large is but the 
of individual conditions. All | 


so soon as they have placed their feet: 
idge. thinner 


the pitfalls, the bridge 
— becomes entirely clear. The 
description of Addison corresponds 
with the observations made as to the 
duration of human life. 2 


before they have reached their fifth 
year; and one half before they have 
reached their fiftieth year. One thou- 
sand one hundred will reach their 
ninetieth year. Sixteen will live to a 
hundred. And only two persons out 
of the hundred: thousand—like the 
last barks of an innumerable convoy, 
will reach the advanced and helpless 
age of a hundred and five years. 

Two things are very obvious,—the 
uncertainty as to the hour of death in 
individuals, but the regularity and 
constancy of the circumstances which 
influence the duration of human life 
in the te. It is a matter of 
certainty that the average life of all 
persons born in this country extends 
— about ve years. This — 

n prov ya very large num 
of observations of human life and its 
duration. 7 


Equally extensive observations have 


been made as to the average number 
of persons of various ages who die 
yearly. It is always the number of 
the experiments which gives the law 
of the probability. It is on such obser- 
vations that the actuary founds his 
estimates of the mortality that exists 
at any given period of life. The 
actu tells you that he has been 
= by the Laws of Mortality. 
ow the results must be very regular. 


— 


to justify the in speakin of 
Mortality as governed by Laws. d 
yet it is so. Ae. 


Indeed, there would seem to be no 
such thing as chance in the world. 
Man lives and dies in conformity to a 
law. A sparrow falls to the ground 
in obedience to a law. Nay, there are 
matters in the ordi transactions of 


life, such as one might suppose were 
the mere result oi Cains which are 


ted disappear ; until at length on! a few 
| persons reach the: side, and 
these aleo 
Thus, of a hundred thousand per- 
sons born in this country, it has been 
ascertained that a fourth of them die 

| 


to | suffer oe consequences in inevi 
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the natural law, tho 


605 
as, for instance, in the matter of sj 
accident, and premature 


escape the consequences of 


ha 
We must — — 


does not alter Hia laws 
orance, 


so that we may understand — 
act upon them: otherwise we must 


Nn sorrow. — on 


LEAVES FROM MY JOURNAL 
BY APOSTLE WILFORD WOODRUFF. 


CHAPTER XV. 

RETURN TO SCARBORO — JOURNEY 
SOUTH—VISIT TO A. P. ROCKWOOD 
IN PRISON—INCIDENT OF PRISON 

LIFE—JOURNEY TO OONNECTICUT— 
BAPTIZE MY FATHER 8 HOUSEHOLD. 


On the 28th of April we left the 
— — mate 
our ws Head, an 

and suffer- 
— with and blis- 


to Cumbeiige and 


I visited Phe jail there in order to 
have an interview with brother A. P, 


first time we had ever met. The 
jailor permitted me to enter the room 
where he was. It was the first time 
e jailor turn upon us 
and locked us — 


He 


to complain. The next a walk | in the faith of the Comet 

w a a 

Carters. 2 companions, which h — 

On the 8th of May I N 

Mrs. Woodruff and Father Carter ® conversed together for three 
and family, and in com with | hours in this solitary abode, He in- 
Milton H -three | formed me of many things which had 


wn, formerly New wiey, an 


olmes. 
On the llth: of May. I. visited 
Charleston and Bunker Hill monu- 


transpired while — was confined 
there as a prisoner. . other 
he mentioned that the jeil 
had n fire a few 4— previous to 
my visit. He said it looked a little 
like a or his head, while’ was — 
ing over while uproar 
— were upon every hand. 
Ar were — playing 


recy rama taken the. ma o accu- 

— 

the ithout an address; the 

num letters. wrongly directed ; — 

the number containing money; the Oreator 

number unstamped ; 3 nearly | to 

the same, in relation to the number of 

— posted, from one year to an- 

er. 
Now it is the business of man 

understand the laws of health, and 

provide against their consequences, — 
Rockwood, who had been cast into 
prison on the plea of debt, in order 
to trouble and distress him because 
he was a “Mormon,” This was the 

tered feet, but we it. was lor 

tow as Portsmouth WI 

city we reached the following day and 

spent several hours there, visiting the 

spen urs 1D 

the city of Boston, which then con- 

tained a population of 100,000. I as- 

cended to ne epee of the court | ers were begging for mercy’s sake to 

house, from, which IL had a fine view | be let out, or they would be consumed 
of the city. I visited several of the in the fire, One l 
Saints in the eity, and walked over the agonies of death, while others 


were cursing and s i Brother | 
Ruck wood said be felt sett in 
the mitist’ of it until! the fire was e- 
jail 
t eight o'clock the jailor N 
the prison door to let me ont, u 
tve tlie parting’ Wend to the prisotter 


of hee. 
u pleasant time to- 


We had s 
gether; and he rejoiced at my visit; 
and wi would not; to 27 with! 
friend ina fonely prison? left llira 
in good spirits, and wended my way 
back to Boston. 

I spent several days in Boston, 
holding meeting with the Saints there, 
and then walked to Providence, Rhode 
Island, preaching by the way. 

I there took steamer and arrived in 
New York on the 18th of May, where 
I met with Elder Orson Pratt and hia 
family, and Elijah Fordham, and wear: 
ly one hundred Saints who had! been 
thecity of New: Y ork. 

spent three dhyw'in New. Fork 
Visiting the Ruints and holding meet- 
ings. verul new converts were bap- 
tined- wie wasithers, | 

—2 New York, I traveled 
thrungh New Jersey, and returned tu 
Gunnecticuty tlie reat 
denos of my father: I arrived! at‘ his 
house on tlie 1 of June. 

It was with peeulier serisations that 
I walked over my native land; where 
I spent! my youth; and cast my eyes 
over tite Farmington meadows and 
tlre and dules where I had roamed 
in my beyhood with iny father, stey- 
mother, brothers and half-sister. 

On my urrirul at my father’s home 
I had! the: happy privilepe of once 
more g my parents and sister b 
the liawd, also my uncle, Ozem Wood- 
ruff; whe'wasamong the number I had 
baptised the year before 

After spendig an hour in conversa- 
tion, we sunt down urownd our. father's 
tabte and supped! together and were 
refreshed Then we bowed upon our 
knees r in the family eire 
and offered’ up the gratitude of our 
hearts to God fur preserving our lives 
and reuniting us 

I spent the next eighteen days in 
Farmin aud Avon, visiting my 
father’s household, my uncles; aunts, 
cousins, neighbors and friends, preach- 
ing the Gospel of Jesus Christ unto 
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them, and bring mem it 
the 

Ow tile. 11638; one of the 
most 


of 

travtepired® of 

wWidle iY rp. 


Father 
me my putffarch ug 
che gw of my 
lie proinised we wat I stwald bring 
my father’s household into the king 
dom uf Gock auch T felt that if I ever 
obtained the blessingf the time had 
come for me to perform it. Bie 

By the help of God, I preached the 
—— faithfully to my father’s house- 
hold. and to all that were with hi 
as well as to my other relutives, an 
I had appointed a meeting on Sun- 
day, the Ist of July, at my father’s 
home. 

My father was believing my testi- 
Dit this the: de 

ut upon this n, the dey 
determined th hinder tlie f 
of the promise of the Patriarc 


mi seemed as though Lucifer. the 
seu of the morning, had! gathered! to- 
gether’ tite hosts of beth aud! exerted 
ltisipowere upon us all! Diet rens ver- 
med the whole hotseholi; and 
all were teurpted tw reject! the work. 
Aud it seensed as though’ tlie sabe 
power wuuldidevour’ me: I had to 
tus tu in led for un hour’ before 
time of meting: I there prayed unt. 
the Lord’ with my whole sul for dell. 
verunce, for I knew the power of the 
devil was exercised to hinder me frum 
avcuniplishing what God had o- 
beard rt and 
my ver 
— my petitio 
hom of meeting caitie I irose from 
bed, and could sing and shout tor tor 
tu thing had been delivered: from 
the power ot me evil ne 
Filled with the’ power of Gody I 
stood up im the midst / of the 17 
tion, and preached the Gospel of 
Chriet unte the people in great plan- 


ness, 

At the close of the meeting! we 
assembled on the banks uf the 
ington River, “because there wie’ 
much water there, and I led 
my friends into tlie river and ba p¹ 
them for the remission of their ung 

All of my father’s household - werd 


| 

| 

| 

| 

| 
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They | 


included in this number, accordi 
the promise of the Patriarch. 

were all relatives except 2 Web- 
ster, who was a eluss· lender, 
and was boarding 2 my father’s 


family. 
I organized th enim! rumber’ of 


nine persong eight of win were 
relatives, into a Church, 
and ed, Webster tlie 


office of a and‘ adminbtered 

the sacrament unto them. ai 
was traty‘a of” joy 

sou er., 0 

tized. lefterw added: a pamber 


607 


of relatives. I felt that this day’s 
work alone amply repaid me for all 
my labor in the minist 
can emnprehen ‘the joy, the 
the happiness and consolation 
at an Elder of Israel feels in being 
an instrument in the hands God! of 


bringing liic fatter, sister, 

brother,, ur te, poarerity of 

Adam thrvagh the thet enbers 

into life and unlvat ium Ne 

— he has ex j these 2 
and posscexses' t 

Christ and the 0 


God.—Faith. Promotwmg, Series.. 


THE SAD DUGEES. 
— 


: exaot ume of the origin of tlie 

e. Saddueses: ia not n 

— but in the time of the 

Savior the 2 a numerous and in- 
fluential body among the Jews. 

Their name seens to have been 
derived ftom tite’ term mean 
ing just or righteous, In respect to 
em to have been” 
tewards. some 


— 
wever, v 


oh relianen upon the — 
tw 


ther prophetie bookey vet, 
say, they watched over them and over 


jealousy, 

en new copies Were 
matte uf! rem; the Pharisees sliould 
interpolate them with auy of their n 
traditions, or theological’ speculations, 
or leave vut anything’ that did not 
suit them. It would be hard to tell 
what kind of a Bible would have been 
Bees eu t 
influential and erfttcat sert * 
It is. true. ua stated in the 


that many plain. 
— —— things have been — 


from the Bible, that had moatl, if 
all, been — before the riss of this 


particular sect, who, 
under the control of Divine vi- 


dence, prevented xe Stick of Judah” 


from being in a. worse 
it is found in to-day. 


altogetlier defeated by, the Sidditcees 
in getting their innovations beforethe 
peuple, fir tliey wouldefted road, hat 
was not there, inserting in the margin 
the words “read, but net written ;” 
and when they thought proper tu leave 
out anything; guy, n, 
but not read.” In this mammer. as 


J in His“ Amiqniries of 


not nd in 

—— — 
The Sadducees-were men of high 
| Tepute-among.tite Jews fon honor and 
— unh on this acted 


capaoi ry vt judge and) 
— among the commtunſty in gene 
nul. They! alas. beleevddl in the free- 
dem ol the wiel They appesrtuhave 

and. execution of Jesus, tie 
High Priests and Pharisees ussumihg 
that fearful responsibility. 

Tho Savior seems to have very little 
fault ta-tind with. the tac 
thur than to condemm andr dwsprove 
their ductrine uf no resdrreetion (es 


Mark xii, 28, where; it ia, stated 
that dad unewered. 

They seem to have treated the Sa- 
vior with snore than ordinary respect, 
calling him Master, and evidently 
ing him a sufficient authority 
on. the subject of the resurrection, 

After tifis conversation with Jesus, 


mentfoned in Matr. xxif, 29—33, 


than liveté-is. Ward or kuown of them any 


more.— Salt Lake Juvenile Instructor. 


portions the Ber 
the Propheta 1 
highly regarded th | 


